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Inaugural Address by

Honourable Speaker, National Assembly of Pakistan

Mr. Asad Qaiser 

While addressing the inaugural ceremony of the 2nd General Conference of the PAECO, the Speaker National Assembly of 
Pakistan Mr. Asad Qaiser welcomed the Honorable Delegates and participants of the Conference. He expressed his 
gratitude for accepting the invitation to travel all the way to Pakistan in these COVID stricken times. It is a manifestation of 
our shared commitment towards PAECO in hope to leave no stone unturned to ensure that your stay is safe, comfortable 
and met with exceeding hospitality. With the holding of 2nd Conference of Parliamentary Assembly of ECO this year, the 
seed of regional parliamentary alliance, which was sown eight years ago, is blooming into a beautiful flower.
  

Mr. Asad Qaiser further expressed that “Pakistan has been a staunch 
advocate of peaceful coexistence and cooperative multilateralism in the 
region.  However, durable peace and development in the region hinges 
on peaceful settlement of the long-standing Kashmir dispute. Pakistan 
will continue its political, moral and diplomatic support of the Kashmiri 

people unti l  they get their 
l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t  o f  s e l f -
determination as per the United 
Na t ions  Secur i t y  Counc i l 
r e s o l u t i o n s .  A n y  m i l i t a r y 
adventurism and propagation of 
extremist Hindutva ideology by 
Ind ia  would ne i ther  deter 
Pakistan's efforts nor dissuade the spirit of the resilient Kashmiri people. In this 
regard, I must acknowledge the continued support of the ECO countries for an 
amicable solution to the dispute. As I conclude, I would like to commend the PAECO 
platform for its shared vision and initiatives since its establishment for the sake of 
collective social welfare, joint economic growth and enhanced connectivity”.

Decisions of the Executive

Committee of 2nd General

Conference of the PAECO

stReport of the 1  PAECO Conference to be placed  

for record of the General Conference

·

Formation of three committees of the PAECO  ·

General Conference:

Committee on Trade and ECOTA1.

Committee on Communication and  

Connectivity 

2.

Committee on Women, Youth and  

Cultural Affairs

3.

·
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Address by the Heads of PAECO Delegations

Expressed that promoting parliamentary participation in order to strengthen political, economic and 
cultural relations can be an opportunity for everyone to take responsibility in order to bring positive 
change ensuring the security of the region. The parliaments of the ECO member states play an 
important role in regional economic integration, strengthening trade cooperation and the rotation of 
member countries' capital. Comprehensive cooperation between the ECO member states can lead 
the organization to its great goals and provide a basis for strengthening people to people relations 
with the aim of achieving mutual understanding, trust and friendship between member countries.  The 
Afghan parliament as member of this organization is ready, to make every effort to achieve the goals 
of the Economic Cooperation Organization, to strengthen political relations and to change old 
traditions and rivalries with neighboring countries.

H. E. MIR REHMAN REHMANI Speaker, Wolesi Jirga, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

H. E. MS. SAHIBA GAFAROVA Speaker, Mili Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

H. E. DR. M. BAGHER GHALIBAF
Speaker, Islamic Consultative Assembly,
Islamic Republic of Iran

The world community is facing severe threats such as terrorism, organized crimes, human and drug 
traffickings, issues of refugees and IDPs, poverty, climate change, natural disasters and epidemics.  
Azerbaijan attaches great importance to the exchange of views within this conference today and 
tomorrow. No doubt that these exchanges will help determine the common positions of our 
parliaments on the issues of economic partnership for deeper regional integration. In this sense, the 
Economic Cooperation Organization is an umbrella bringing countries of geopolitically important 
regions together. The Speaker of the Parliament of Azerbaijan mentioned new connectivity corridor 
which will pass through historic Azerbaijani and link mainland Azerbaijan with its inseparable part 
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic and Turkey. This is the “Zangazur corridor” which will create new 
opportunities in the transportation sector in the region. She underlined the significant role of 
parliamentary diplomacy in strengthening regional integration. In the end, she wished success to the 
conference, and peace, progress and tranquillity to the people of ECO region.

H. E. MR. MAHMADTOIR ZOKIRZODA
Chairman of the Majlisi Oli, 
Republic of Tajikistan

The Chairman mentioned that the development and enhancement of relations with the ECO 
Parliamentary Assembly member states has been of a particular importance in Tajikistan's foreign 
policy. In this period, the ECO PA member states have developed and implemented various projects 
on priority areas including energy, trade, transport, industry and agriculture through the agreements 
adopted therein.The ECO PA plays a key role in enhancing and strengthening inter-parliamentary 
cooperation between its member states. I believe the areas identified by the Assembly create a 
favorable environment for the effective cooperation meeting the national interests and desires of its 
member states and support by the parliaments of this organization's member states boost our 
regional ties. He expressed his belief that the goals and objectives of today's forum will become 
another effective driver to strengthening of mutually beneficial economic cooperation between ECO 
member states.

The ECO Parliamentary Assembly has given us, as representatives of the people of member states, 
the opportunities to assist our Governments, in achieving the ECO's objectives with effective legal 
and regulatory support. The smart choice of theme of this conference "to promote parliamentary 
participation for enhancing regional integration", is a valuable opportunity. The PAECO, while building 
a Parliamentary network can consult and interact with other member countries of the ECO and 
provide the necessary parliamentary support for regional cooperation. Development and 
strengthening of cooperation among member countries require the establishment of mechanism to 
facilitate trade, regulations as well as enhancing relationship among the business communities of the 
ECO member countries.
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H.E. MR. NURDINJON ISMOILOV
Speaker of the Legislative Chamber of the
Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan

The participation of the parliaments in the activities of the ECO opens new prospects for expanding 
the existing trade, economic, financial, transport, logistics and energy opportunities in the region, and 
serves to increase the welfare of our peoples.
It is necessary to ensure the free movement of funds, goods and services between member states as 
well as deepening of industrial cooperation between the leading enterprises of ECO countries.
The Leadership of the Republic of Uzbekistan expresses its sincere gratitude to the Governments 
and Parliaments of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, 
especially to the Prime Minister H.E. Imran Khan and H.E. President Ashraf Ghani, for supporting the 
initiative of the President of Uzbekistan on interregional connectivity.

H. E. PROF. Dr. Mustafa Şentop Speaker of the Grand National Assembly
of Turkey

Expressed his gratitude and thanked the Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Asad Qaiser, 
for hosting the 2nd General Conference.  In the road map drawn by the ECO, it is time to embrace and 
make this Assembly more effective, which was established with the aim of using the constructive 
effect of parliamentary diplomacy for the benefit of our people. The trade volume among ECO 
countries has not exceeded the level of 100 billion dollars. In order to accelerate trade, it is imperative 
that efforts are exerted with the relevant institutions without interrupting it as before the pandemic. 
Our Parliaments also play a major role in strengthening regional connectivity and developing creative 
projects in these sectors. The Speaker recommended to hold fruitful consultations in terms of 
strengthening the PAECO while transforming it into a result-oriented parliamentary structure and 
making it effective against the new tests and opportunities arising from the pandemic.

H. E. MS. GULSHAT MAMMEDOVA 
Chairperson of the Mejlis of Milli Gengesh
of Turkmenistan

The Chairperson expressed that the environmental protection, water diplomacy, access to energy 

resources and its transit security, creation of modern transit corridors, as well as strengthening 

bilateral and multilateral relations are important tasks among the ECO countries and to work in this 

direction is aimed at consistent implementation of previously adopted international agreements and 

resolutions, enrichment of the content of the trade and cooperation. Parliamentarians have an 

important role in supporting inter-regional cooperation through parliamentary diplomacy, expanding 

legally favorable and privileged opportunities for inter-regional cooperation in various fields.

He expressed his gratitude and extended thanks to National Assembly of Pakistan for organizing the 

2nd General Conference of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Economic Cooperation Organization!

DR. HADI SOLEIMANPOUR ECO Secretary General

The ECO Secretary General recalled that the erstwhile Speaker of the National Assembly of 

Pakistan, Her Excellency Dr. Fehmida Mirza, who is rightly credited for the creation of PAECO, 

proposed the establishment of this great setup in 1993, to scale up the level of mutual cooperation 

amongst Member States for realizing the common objectives and their pursuit for the socioeconomic 

development in the region. ECO has transformed into a more relevant regional organization in 

consideration of the ground realities at regional and global level. It firmly stands on the principles 

enshrined in the Izmir Treaty and remains devoted as an economic organisation.

However, it is ardently dedicated to boost and supplement the geo-economic and geo-cultural 

cooperation in the region. The ECO has become a more project-and-result-oriented organisation. The Reform Process, commenced 

and introduced during the 13th Summit in Islamabad, has been finalized. The Organization is now considerably evolved, focussing on six 

priority areas of cooperation as reflected in the ECO Vision 2025. Such areas of regional collaboration include; trade, connectivity, 

energy, tourism, economic growth and sustainable development. In 2020 and 2021, the ECO has endeavoured and continues to 

endeavour to (i) develop a strong regional financial system by enhancing the capacity and scope as well as membership of ECO Trade 

and Development Bank (ii) establish an ECO Clearing Union for bridging the cooperative network amongst the ECO central banks to 

increase regional financial collaboration as well as (iii) create a Regional Payment System among the selected private and commercial 

banks of the region to support trade and business activities. Proposed recommendations for ECO parliaments include; 

institutionalization of the parliamentary cooperation in the region by speeding up the process of ratification of the PAECO Charter, 

creation of ECO Branch or Special Committee in each of the respective parliaments, prioritizing and speeding up the ratification of ECO 

Agreements, Protocols and other legal frameworks/documents, supporting annual budget of the ECO Secretariat and other ECO 

Specialized Agencies as well as Affiliated Bodies/Institutions.
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The Chief Guest in his opening remarks expressed his pleasure in welcoming the galaxy of Members of Parliament (MPs) 
and their respective parliamentary delegations from the ECO member states. He expressed that it is the common bond of 
history, culture, religion and commerce that closely knits our nations together. This joint heritage provides ideal grounds 
for the socio-economic integration of this region. The ECO Member states combine to form the largest repository of human 
and natural resources in the world. With a total area of around 8 million Sq. Kilometers, inhabited by more than 500 million 
people, they represent over 5 percent of the world's land mass and 6% of its entire population. The adverse global and 
regional scenarios such as challenges concerning terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, intolerance and extremism 
have emerged as serious threats to the region's stability, peace and security. All of these challenges along with the recent 
spread of the Corona Virus pandemic being one of the most contagious outbreaks in recent times affecting the ECO region 
severely. He expressed that despite initiatives like The ECO-Vision 2025 approved during the 13th ECO Summit held at 
Islamabad in 2017; the Intra regional trade of the ECO is approximately US$ 53 billion. Regional trade is negatively 
impacted by poor infrastructure, trade and communication inadequacies. In this regard, PAECO can play a vital role in 
strengthening relations with ECO members to enhance trade. Upon conclusion he expressed his pleasure for the 
Speaker, National Assembly of Pakistan, Mr. Asad Qaiser for bringing together this August Assembly of Members of 
Parliament (MPs) and high-level parliamentary experts and staffers from all ECO Member states to explore various facets 
of the imperative conference theme, “Promoting Parliamentary Partnership for Regional Integration.”

The Honouarble Chief Guest, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

ndgives his momentous Address on the ocassion of 2  General Conference of the PAECO 

Dr. Arif Alvi
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WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP ROLES:
LEADING THE AGENDA OF REGIONAL CONNECTIVITY

Women Parliamentary Caucus (WPC) organized the meeting of women Parliamentarians of the ECO countries. Speaker 
National Assembly, Mr. Asad Qaiser graced the event. Secretary WPC Ms. Munaza Hassan gave the welcome remarks. 
Women Parliamentarians including Romina Khurshid Alam, Andleeb Abbas, Zartaj Gul, Shazia Marri and Naureen 
Ibrahim participated in respective sessions. International Speakers, H.E. Ms. Sahiba Gafarova, Speaker Milli Majlis 
Republic of Azerbaijan and H.E. Mr. Mustafa Sentop, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly, Republic of Turkey 
addressed the event that was attended by parliamentarians, representatives of the government, women Achievers ,civil 
society and media, both virtually and in-person at the event.

· Cooperation on ideas and best practices signifies harmony, tolerance and respect for diversity. Pakistan is 
sincerely committed to the Charter of ECO, and believes that durable peace and progress in the region are in 
interest of all. 

· It is believed that the women parliamentarians have a unique opportunity and constitutional responsibility to play 
a significant role in promoting peoples' voices and safeguarding their interests. 

· We strongly believe that women at the decision-making table are a pre-requisite for lasting peace and stability in 
ECO region. 

· Despite many hardships, with their extraordinary power, their intellect, entrepreneurial insight, social media savvy, 
and fearless attitudes, women are leading the arena of thought leadership.

· Parliamentary democracies are vanguards of rights of the oppressed. And no democracy can work without 
meaningful participation of women. Women parliamentarians have been at the forefront of highlighting issues at 
the heart of global development agenda by forging meaningful partnerships at the regional and international levels

· Climate change poses a fundamental threat to places, species and people's livelihoods exponentially. Sea levels 
are rising and oceans are becoming warmer. Across our region, longer, more intense droughts threaten food 
production, wildlife and freshwater supplies. From frequent and lengthy droughts in Central Asia to dying marine 
ecosystem off the coast of Arabian Sea, our planet's diversity of life is at risk from changing climate.

· We need to work together to protect environment for our future generations and to align with regional and global 
forces that seek rapid climate action to stabilize global temperature, carbon neutrality and aim for near zero-
emissions by 2030, as well as increase reliance on bio-fuel. 

Key Points of discussion
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IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON SDGs
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE REGION

The SDGs Secretariat of the National Assembly of Pakistan hosted a Panel Discussion on “Impact of COVID-19 
on the Implementation of SDGs in the Region.” The Session was chaired by Hon. MNA Mr. Riaz Fatyana, the 
Convener National Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs. The session aimed at promoting Parliamentary 
partnerships for regional integration and to accelerate working on global agenda in times of the ongoing 
pandemic. 
The Session was attended by PAECO delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran (Virtual), Kazakhstan 
(Virtual), and Turkey.

· In light of the on-going novel pandemic, the Parliamentary functioning and business has suffered to a 
great extent but it is essential to remember that Parliamentarians are at the forefront of the fight to 
prevent, slow the spread, ensure SOPs and mitigate the effects of COVID-19 on society and our 
economy. 

· Parliamentarians are close to the people from their respective communities and are mostly aware of their 
needs, culture and the environmental aspects, and could include those needs in a meaningful way in 
legislation. 

· There is a lot of negative propaganda about the risks of the vaccine. The myths and misinformation is 
causing unacceptability towards getting vaccinated.

· The Afghani experience of COVID-19 with the participants and urged them to develop a regular 
distribution mechanism for Vaccine in the region.

· SDGs must be the priority for every state to uplift the local population. Parliaments have to approve 
budgets and they have the power to shape the global agenda into national vision.

· Parliaments should take lead to address the issue of public debts that got aggravated during this 
Pandemic.

· Proposal to constitute PAECO Committee on SDGs and  the same maybe taken up at the Executive    
Council Meeting of the next General Conference of the PAECO.

Key Points of discussion
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